Level One Achievement Standards Rationale:

As teachers we find that students who come straight to Year 12 do not achieve as well as the students who have continued on with the subject in Year 11. Many are unable to demonstrate the polish of technical codes and conventions required of a production to achieve Merit or Excellence, or understand and explore the deeper analysis of narrative, genre and audience conventions to achieve higher level grades in the external examinations. Many teachers who offer only Year 12 and 13 Media programmes have remarked that Year 13 students who have had a year to focus on the complex skills of Media achieve greater success. Media teachers believe a complete senior course of Achievement Standards is necessary to staircase skills not covered in other areas of the School curriculum.

Students need to feel empowered and have ownership over a subject in order to find the subject’s wider implications for them. Media is a growing subject amongst students who perceive that they have expertise in the subject from the amount of Media they consume. Students have a direct understanding of how Media skills can aid them in their future careers in creative industries. 

Much of the student’s understanding is literal and Media Teachers teach students tools and guidelines to unpack form and content. The development of cognitive skills combined with kinaesthetic skills assist students in decoding the representations, message and values encoded in the Media. The subject provides literacy for students in an area of information and communication which is changing their world. Media encompasses all formats for disseminating texts to an audience; digital and print. 

Critical literacy in these texts is essential to developing well balanced and functioning adults. Media believes literacy occurs when students can study these texts but also produce texts alongside theoretical learning. This is the strength of teaching literacy in Media. English looks inside the text, whereas Media from junior levels looks at issues outside the text; the context for ideas and conventions, the process of commodifing messages and the construction of reality that is similar to the real world.
Media teaches social communication skills. Students are required to work within the Values and Key Competencies laid out in the New Zealand Curriculum. Students learn to manage themselves in relation to a group, especially for production, as well as learn to contribute there ideas and be heard in the group. Many factors are required to make a successful production, and thinking, planning and organisational skill are key to success.

Media is an interdisciplinary subject which combines aspects of Art, English, Social Science, Economics, Technology, Music and Drama. Media students will participate within the Creative Industries and need broad skills, so they can adapt and move to meet demands in the industry. Many need to demonstrate initiative in order to create demand for their skills and grow areas of the industry. But none cover what students need to succeed in senior media. 

The subject provides a balance of theoretical and practical production skills. Students, particularly boys find that, given the wide range of interdisciplinary skills that are required for the subject, they will have competence in some part of the programme. 
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